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C O V E R  P H O T O
VFW NVS service representative counseling a veteran on her VA disability benefits.
The VFW Foundation provides a major source of funding for this vital activity which
is always free-of-charge to all U.S. military personnel and veterans regardless of
VFW-affiliation.
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To Our Supporters, Partners & Friends,

It is my honor, on behalf of the Board of Directors of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Foundation, to
present this Annual Report and extend our deepest
gratitude for your unwavering dedication to
America’s service members, veterans, and their
families. 

Your generosity has enabled us to make a profound
impact, addressing critical needs and fostering
opportunities for those who have sacrificed so much
for our nation.

One of the areas I would like to highlight is our
financial support of the VFW’s National Veterans
Service (NVS) program.

For many veterans, navigating the Department of
Veterans Affairs’ complex claims and appeals
process can feel overwhelming. NVS addresses this
challenge directly. Through a nationwide network of
more than 2,000 VFW VA-accredited claims
representatives, NVS ensures that veterans—and
transitioning service members reached through the
Department of Defense’s Transition Assistance
Program (TAP)—are not alone as they seek the
healthcare and compensation they have rightfully
earned through service-connected injuries and
illnesses.

The impact of this work is nothing short of
extraordinary. To date, the VFW has helped living
veterans secure more than $16.2 billion in earned
benefits and compensation. 

Delivering this scale and quality of service requires
significant resources. In 2025, the NVS program is
budgeted at $8.8 million, funded primarily through
an annual allocation from VFW membership dues
with the VFW Foundation prepared to supplement

this support as needed.

Beyond NVS, your commitment fuels other critical
initiatives. Our Financial Assistance for Service
Members (FASM) program provides essential grants
to active duty, National Guard, and Reserve
members and their families facing financial
hardship. 

The VFW Sport Clips Help-A-Hero Scholarship
program empowers veterans to pursue advanced
degrees and trade accreditations, filling gaps in GI
Bill benefits. 

Our Uniting For Veterans (UFV) program addresses
food and housing insecurity, providing millions of
meals and nights of shelter. 

Additionally our Disaster Relief efforts offer rapid
financial assistance to veterans and their families
affected by natural catastrophes.

The impact outlined in this report reflects the
strength of our partnerships with donors, corporate
sponsors, staff, and volunteers. Your support
enables us to honor the sacrifices of those who
served by meeting their needs with dignity and
respect.

Thank you for your continued generosity and
partnership as we work together to build a stronger
future for America’s veterans, service members, and
their families. 

With deepest gratitude

Michael F. DeRosa
Chair
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The mission of the VFW Foundation is to serve military veterans, service members
and their families by securing resources for programs that facilitate enhanced life
outcomes. – Now and for Generations to Come.

M ISSION

V ISION
T h e  V i s i o n  o f  t h e  V F W  F o u n d a t i o n  i s  t o  c r e a t e  a  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  A m e r i c a ’s
v e t e r a n s ,  s e r v i c e  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  b y  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e i r  u n i q u e
n e e d s .
 

T h e  V F W  F o u n d a t i o n  t a ke s  g r e a t  p r i d e  i n
m a i n t a i n i n g  l o w  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s  a n d  h i g h l y
f a v o r a b l e  r a t i n g s  w i t h  c h a r i t y  w a t c h d o g  g r o u p s .  
I n  f a c t ,  t h e  V F W  F o u n d a t i o n  h a s  a  F o u r  S t a r  1 0 0 %
r a t i n g  f r o m  C h a r i t y  N a v i g a t o r  w h i c h  c o v e r s  t h e
c u m u l a t i v e  a r e a s  o f  f i s c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y,
t r a n s p a r e n c y,  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
c u l t u r e  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s .  L e s s  t h a n  o n e - t e n t h  o f  o n e
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p r o f i t s  t h a t  C h a r i t y  N a v i g a t o r
r a t e s  e a r n  s u c h  a  p e r f e c t  s c o r e !



Ensuring that U.S. Service Personnel,
Veterans & Their Families Are Never
Forgotten In Their Time Of Need!
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T h e  V F W  F o u n d a t i o n  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  5 0 1 ( c ) ( 3 )  c h a r i t y  o f  t h e  Ve t e r a n s  o f
F o r e i g n  Wa r s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( V F W )  a n d  e x i s t s  s o l e l y  t o  r a i s e  t h e  f u n d s
a n d  a w a r e n e s s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  o p e r a t e  V F W  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  f o r
A m e r i c a ’s  v e t e r a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .
 
T h e  V F W  F o u n d a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  a n d  m a n a g e s  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  p r o g r a m s  a n d
s e r v i c e s  ( m o s t  w i t h  a  n a t i o n a l  g e o g r a p h i c  e m p h a s i s ) .  T h e s e  a r e  p r o v i d e d  t o
t h o s e  w e  s e r v e  a t  n o  c o s t  a n d  V F W  m e m b e r s h i p  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d .
 
O u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o n s t a n t l y  a d a p t s  t o  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d s  o f  U . S .  s e r v i c e
m e m b e r s ,  m i l i t a r y  f a m i l i e s  a n d  v e t e r a n s .  I n  t h e  2 0 2 4 - 2 5  f i s c a l  y e a r,  w e
d i s t r i b u t e d  m o r e  t h a n  $ 6  m i l l i o n  t o  V F W  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  d i r e c t l y
s u p p o r t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e s e  d e s e r v i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s .
 
M u c h  o f  t h e  f u n d i n g  f o r  V F W  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  c o m e s  f r o m  o n g o i n g
a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  B U R G E R  K I N G ®  f r a n c h i s e e s ,  H u m a n a ,  S p o r t  C l i p s ,  Tw i s t e d
X ,  U S A A ,  a n d  o t h e r  p a t r i o t i c  c o m p a n i e s ,  m a n y  o f  w h i c h  h a v e  u n d e r t a ke n
f u n d r a i s i n g  a n d  c a u s e - m a r ke t i n g  e f f o r t s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  V F W  F o u n d a t i o n .
 
A d d i t i o n a l  r e v e n u e  c o m e s  f r o m  c o r p o r a t e  a n d  f o u n d a t i o n  g r a n t s ,  t h e
C o m b i n e d  F e d e r a l  C a m p a i g n  ( C F C )  a n d  o t h e r  f e d e r a t e d  g i v i n g  p r o g r a m s ,
c o r p o r a t e  m a t c h i n g  g i f t s ,  d o n o r - a d v i s e d  f u n d s ,  e s t a t e  g i f t s ,  v e h i c l e
d o n a t i o n s ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  t h r o u g h  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  d o n o r s .
 
I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  V F W  F o u n d a t i o n  r e c e i v e s  n o  g o v e r n m e n t
f u n d i n g .

 



I M P A C T

$16.2 BILLION 
IN VA BENEFITS FOR LIVING VETERANS

$6 MILLION
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DISTRIBUTED TO LIFE-CHANGING VFW PROGRAMS & SERVICES

$1.48 MILLION
AMOUNT OF ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED TO VETERANS IN 2024-2025

KEY STATISTICS

800,000 MEALS
NUMBER OF MEALS PROVIDED VIA OUR UNITING FOR VETERANS PROGRAM

$332,709
GRANT FUNDING TO VFW POSTS FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS



ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents $2,774,055

Investments 20,568,203

Receivables 271,293

Furniture, fixtures, and equipment 10,086

Prepaid expenses 14,217

Total assets $23,637,854

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $318,796

Net assets

Without donor restrictions 19,525,054

With donor restrictions 3,794,004

Total net assets 23,319,058

Total liabilities and net assets $23,637,854

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AUGUST 31, 2025
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SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Cash contributions and gifts $5,509,025

Investment return, net 1,919,043

Total support and revenue 7,428,068

EXPENSES

Program Services:

Veterans service activities 5,010,513

Community service and public awareness 1,028,744

Supporting Services:

Fundraising activities 403,409

Management and general 475,286

Total expenses 6,917,952

Change in net assets 510,116

Net assets, Beginning of period 22,808,942

Net assets, End of Period $23,319,058

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES & CHANGES IN 
NET ASSETS 

YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025
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DISTRIBUTION OF PROGRAM EXPENSES
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At the VFW Foundation, we are extremely proud that our administrative costs are among the 
lowest for military support charities. Currently, 78 cents out of every donation dollar goes to 
direct program support. That means more money to help U.S. service personnel, veterans and
military families--individuals who have often personally sacrificed so much for us all!

.

Jeremy Lamb and Kimberley
Christensen, just two of the 
3,350 student veterans who have
received the VFW Foundation’s
Sport Clips Help A Hero scholarship
since 2013.



HOW WE HELP
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•  F a c i l i t a t e d  $ 1 . 4 8  m i l l i o n  i n  a w a r d s  t o  V F W ’s  “ S p o r t  C l i p s  H e l p  A  H e r o
S c h o l a r s h i p ”  p r o g r a m .  To  d a t e ,  o v e r  $ 1 5 . 3  m i l l i o n  a n d  3 , 3 0 0 +  s c h o l a r s h i p s
h a v e  b e e n  a w a r d e d .
 
•  C o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h  o u r  c o r p o r a t e  p a r t n e r  H u m a n a  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  2 0 2 5
U n i t i n g  t o  C o m b a t  H u n g e r  ( U T C H )  c a m p a i g n  ( n o w  k n o w n  a s  “ U n i t i n g  F o r
Ve t e r a n s ” )  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  m o r e  t h a n  8 0 0 , 0 0 0  m e a l s  f o r  v e t e r a n s  a n d  m i l i t a r y
f a m i l i e s  i n  n e e d .  S i n c e  2 0 1 7 ,  t h e  c a m p a i g n  h a s  p r o v i d e d  m o r e  t h a n  6 . 4  m i l l i o n
m e a l s .
 
•  S e c u r e d  $ 6 3 9 , 7 9 6  i n  c o r p o r a t e  N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  s p o n s o r s h i p s .
 
•  A w a r d e d  $ 3 3 2 , 7 0 9  i n  g r a n t  f u n d i n g  t o  V F W  P o s t s  a n d  A u x i l i a r i e s  f o r  p r o j e c t s
t h a t  i m p a c t e d  h u n d r e d s  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y.  
 
●  C o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h  B U R G E R  K I N G ®  f r a n c h i s e e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  r a i s e
o v e r  $ 3 4 1 , 7 1 9  f o r  t h e  V F W ’s  U n m e t  N e e d s  p r o g r a m  ( n o w  r e n a m e d  t o  F i n a n c i a l
A s s i s t a n c e  F o r  S e r v i c e  m e m b e r s ) .  S i n c e  t h e  p r o g r a m  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  2 0 0 4 ,
t h e  V F W  h a s  g r a n t e d  m o r e  t h a n  $ 1 3 . 5  m i l l i o n  t o  a s s i s t  n e a r l y  1 2 , 0 0 0  m i l i t a r y
f a m i l i e s  w i t h  t h e i r  u r g e n t  f i n a n c i a l  n e e d s .
 
●  C o o r d i n a t e d  f u n d r a i s i n g  c a m p a i g n s  a n d  p r o c e s s e d  g i f t s  a n d  g r a n t s  t o t a l i n g
$ 4 , 1 7 0 , 3 4 4  i n c l u d i n g :  $ 3 7 2 , 2 6 0  f r o m  p r i v a t e  f o u n d a t i o n s  &  $ 9 1 , 5 4 6  i n
c o r p o r a t e  m a t c h i n g  g i f t s .
 
●  S e r v e d  a s  a  f i s c a l  a g e n t  f o r  V F W  D e p a r t m e n t s ,  P o s t s ,  a n d  A u x i l i a r i e s  f o r  2 9 7
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o t a l i n g  o v e r  $ 1 , 2 9 3 , 3 4 4 .

●  F u n d e d  t h e  V F W ’s  P a t r i o t ’s  P e n ®  a n d  Vo i c e  o f  D e m o c r a c y ®  c o n t e s t s  w h i c h
e n g a g e  o v e r  8 5 , 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s  a n n u a l l y,  a w a r d i n g  m o r e  t h a n  $ 2 . 4  m i l l i o n  i n
s c h o l a r s h i p s  a n d  p r i z e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t o p  a w a r d s  o f  $ 5 , 0 0 0  a n d  $ 3 5 , 0 0 0 .  



VFW FOUNDATION BOARD
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Michael DeRosa
Chair
Former Owner, BURGER KING® Franchisee

Dan West
President
Adjutant General, VFW

Gordan Logan
Member
Founder & Chairman, Sport Clips

Prasad Reddy
Member
CEO, Twisted X

Robert Wallace
Member
Former, Commander-in-Chief, VFW

Marc Garduno
Secretary-Treasurer
Quartermaster General, VFW

Jordan Drury
Member
President & CEO, Mid America Corps

Ann Panteleakos
Member
National Secretary-Treasurer, VFW Auxiliary

Carol Whitmore
Member
Commander-in-Chief, VFW

V F W  P o s t  4 0 8 0  o f  B u f f a l o ,  M i s s o u r i ,  u s e d  a  V F W  F o u n d a t i o n  D a y  o f  S e r v i c e  
g r a n t  t o  f e e d  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  i n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y.



VFW FOUNDATION STAFF
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 Hal Roesch II
 Executive Director

 Richard Freiburghouse                                  
 Director of Donor Relations

 Rebecca Curtis
 Senior Program Coordinator

 Renee Martin
 Donation Specialist

Tony Lowe
Director of Corporate Relations

Savanna Cavanaugh
Corporate Relations Manager

 Christopher Johnson
 Corporate Accounts Manager

 

T h e  V F W  F o u n d a t i o n  h a s  i t s
o f f i c e  i n  t h e  V F W  N a t i o n a l
H e a d q u a r t e r s  b u i l d i n g  i n  K a n s a s
C i t y,  M i s s o u r i .  I n  t h e  f o r e g r o u n d
o f  t h e  p h o t o  i s  t h e  C i t i z e n
S o l d i e r  h i s t o r i c a l  m a r ke r.
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4 0 6  W.  3 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  9 2 0
K a n s a s  C i t y,  M O  6 4 1 1 1
O f f i c e :  8 1 6 . 9 6 8 . 1 1 2 8

  f o u n d a t i o n @ v f w. o r g      w w w.v f w f o u n d a t i o n . o r g
 
 

C F C  # 1 0 5 1 1


